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eloquent assumptions of speculative system-
mongers, nor from any other source whatever,
save practical experience carefully observed and
rationally interpreted. This native and inde-
pendent rationality in men is what the jealous
votary of the historic method places far too
low.

In coming closer to the main current of the
book, our first disappointment is that Sir Henry
Maine has not been very careful to do full
justice to the views that he criticises. He is
not altogether above lending himself to the
hearsay of the partisan. He allows expres-
sions to slip from him which show that he
has not been anxious to face the problems of
popular government as popular government
is understood by those who have best right
to speak for it. " The more the difficulties
of multitudinous government are probed/' he
says (p. 180), " the stronger grows the doubt
of the infallibility of popularly elected legis-
latures." We do not profess to answer for all
that may have been said by Mr. Bancroft,
or Walt Whitman, or all the orators of all
the Fourths of July since American Inde-